Advances in the treatment of gynecologic malignancies. Part 2: Cancers of the uterine corpus and ovary.
Over the past few decades, we have gained a better understanding of the risk factors associated with the recurrence of endometrial cancer. Adjuvant postoperative radiotherapy in an intermediate-risk group of endometrial cancer patients resulted in improvement in local control, but survival was not improved significantly. Postoperative management of uterine sarcomas remains investigational. The management of ovarian cancer has notably advanced during the 1990s. Platinum- and paclitaxel-based combination chemotherapy set a new standard of care for patients with advanced ovarian cancer. During the late 1990s, a trend emerged favoring the use of carboplatin over cisplatin for first-line management of advanced ovarian cancer because of its more favorable safety profile. Adjuvant therapy for early-stage high-risk ovarian cancer continues to be actively investigated.